
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World Week 11 

Balancing Work and Worship 

 

Message: We are told to “Love the Lord our God with all of our hearts”, and to “love our neighbors as he 
first loved us”…This is what God wants us to DO. Being obedient to our God means DOING just that! 
Worship and Service are the themes of this chapter. How do we balance our busy lives putting God and 
Service FIRST? 

Readings: 

Luke 10:25-37 

 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?”  

   26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  

 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b]”  

   28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  

 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  

 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked 
by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 
A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 
the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put 
the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took 
out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I 
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  

   36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?”  

 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  

   Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  

Luke 11:1-13 



 1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, 
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”  

 2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:  

   “‘Father,[a]  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come.[b]  
3 Give us each day our daily bread.  
4 Forgive us our sins,  
   for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.[c]  
And lead us not into temptation.[d]’”  

 5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I 
have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is 
already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of 
your shameless audacity[e] he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.  

   9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the 
one who knocks, the door will be opened.  

   11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he 
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!”  

 

Matthew 7:21-23 

    21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name 
perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’  
 

James 2:14-17 

 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 



physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead.  
 

1 John 3:16-18 

New International Version (NIV) 

 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.  

Isaiah 58:6-8 

 6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  
to loose the chains of injustice  
   and untie the cords of the yoke,  
to set the oppressed free  
   and break every yoke?  
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry  
   and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—  
when you see the naked, to clothe them,  
   and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?  
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn,  
   and your healing will quickly appear;  
then your righteousness[a] will go before you,  
   and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard 

Matthew 25:34-36 

   34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’  

Hebrews 13:2 

2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown 
hospitality to angels without knowing it.  

 


