First Lesson: Isaiah 7: 10-14

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 "Ask the LORD your God for
a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights."

12 But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; | will not put the LORD to the test."

13 Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not
enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my
God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him
Immanuel.

Second Lesson: 1 John 4: 7-16

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever
seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love
Is made complete in us.

13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and
he in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.
(from New International Version)



