Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World: Week 10
Mary’s Extravagant Love

Message: Jesus loves us — you and me — extravagantly. He gave his very life for us that we may live
eternally! How do we love him —and the world — back? Are we showing Him extravagant love to him —
or to ourselves? How we can love Him more freely, extravagantly — and be happier as a result?

John 12:1-11

! Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead.  Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus
was among those reclining at the table with him. * Then Mary took about a pint® of pure nard,
an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. * But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot,
who was later to betray him, objected, ® “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to
the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.!™ © He did not say this because he cared about the poor
but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put
into it. " “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for
the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have
me.” ¥ Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only
because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. *° So the chief priests
made plans to kill Lazarus as well, ** for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to
Jesus and believing in him.

Matthew 16:21-23

2! From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and
that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. ?* Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 2 Jesus turned and said
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the
concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

Matthew 14:6-9

® On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for the guests and pleased Herod so
much ’ that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. ® Prompted by her mother,
she said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” ° The king was distressed, but
because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted

Matthew 6:24

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.



1 Timothy 6:9-10

% Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. *° For the love of money is a root of all kinds
of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves
with many griefs.

James 4:1-4

! What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle
within you?  You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you
want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. ® When you ask,
you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on
your pleasures. * You adulterous people,’® don’t you know that friendship with the world means
enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an
enemy of God.

1John 3

! See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

Romans 8:31-39

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
%2 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things? ** Who will bring any charge against those whom God
has chosen? It is God who justifies. ** Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us. * Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? *® As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[®

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. * For | am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,™ neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, ¥ neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



